
Mauʻu ʻakiʻaki (Fimbristylis cymosa) is an attractive 
plant as an accent, groundcover or in pots (be sure 

to use well drained soil and remove saucer so water doesn’t 
pool). It looks great in rock gardens and is an excellent drought 
tolerant alternative to mondo grass. While it prefers full sun, it 
will tolerate partial shade. 

Aki’ aki’ (Sporobolus virginicus) can 
serve as a nice ground cover as well as 

suitable for erosion control in sandy areas. While 
drought tolerant, provide adequate water until 
established. It will not tolerate mowing, but is ok 
with a trimmer. 
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Maʻo (Gossypium tomentosum) has lovely bright yellow 
flowers, and the silvery green, palmate or 3-5 lobed leaves 
add a nice feature to the landscape. The yellow flowers 

were used to make a green dye (hence the common name). This 
plant does best when left to grow naturally versus trying to form 
into a formal hedge. It needs no additional water once established 
(and will suffer with automatic irrigation). 

ʻAhinahina (Achyranthes splendens var rotundata) has 
silvery gray foliage and a nice growth form, as well as 
decorative silvery seed heads. It’s easy to grow and is 

quick to flower and produce seed (and will spread by seed). This 
plant is federally endangered (there are scattered populations on 
the ‘Ewa Plains and at Ka‘ena Point on O‘ahu).
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Nehe (Lipochaeta integrifolia syn 
Melanthera integrifolia) should be 

used more often given its bright yellow flowers that 
bloom year round. This plant is tolerant of harsh 
conditions in coastal sights like salty spray, wind and 
high heat. However, it does need regular water until 
established and showing signs of new growth (then 
taper off or plants get scraggly). When watering, try 
to water the ground rather than the foliage (to reduce 
disease). This plant is great between stepping stones 
in low traffic areas or spilling over retaining walls.

ʻĀweoweo (Chenopodium oahuense) is a 
drought tolerant shrub with gray foliage. 
Plants tolerant of partial shade are difficult 

to find in arid coastal environments and while this 
plant may prefer full sun (and grow more densly in 
that setting), it a nice option for partial shade. Native 
Plants Hawaii (http://nativeplants.hawaii.edu/) has 
noted that small-leaved varieties are best for small 
hedges and older plants form woody stems and 
trunks that can be shaped as topiary. 



Nehe (Lipochaeta integrifolia synonym Melanthera 
integrifolia) should be used more often given its bright 

flowers that bloom year round. This plant is tolerant of harsh conditions 
in coastal sights like salty spray, wind and high heat. However, it does 
need regular water until established and showing signs of new growth 
(then taper off or plants get scraggly). When watering, try to water the 
ground rather than the foliage (to reduce disease). This plant is great 
between stepping stones in low traffic areas or spilling over retaining 
walls.

Kāwelu (Eragrostis variabilis) makes a lovely addition to the 
landscape, filling in gaps as a nice accent and adding good 

texture. It can also be planted more densely to reduce erosion. This plant 
naturally occurs with ‘akoko: on Nīhoa, the seabird Christmas shearwater 
(Puffinus nativitatis) nest in the tufts of kāwelu or in ‘akoko (Chamaesyce 
celastroides) thickets.

Ma’oli’oli (Schiedea globosa) is easy to grow and looks great in 
pots or hanging baskets. While individual flowers are not showy, 

their shape is showy en masse. It naturally occurs on steep, rocky slopes 
or cliffs in coastal habitats, often on north facing locations. This plant will 
do best in partial shade. The genus Schiedea is in the Caryophyllaceae 
family, also known as the Pink family, including catchflies, pinks and 
carnations.

ʻIliahialoʻe (Santalum ellipticum) Determine 
the origin of the plant you acquire as coastal 
‘iliahialo‘e are low to medium shrubs, and 

inland plants tend to be trees (either form will work fine in 
this design, but the tree may add a nice vertical contrast). 
They are not difficult to grow, but they do need a ‘host 
plant’ which they draw sustenance from and the health of 
neighboring plants is critical to their survival. Because their 
root system penetrates the roots of some nearby plants, 
it’s critical to not use herbicides, especially glyphosate 
(Roundup®) on any plants near this plant. They are 
described as not being picky about the identity of the host 
plant, and ‘akoko should work well. 

ʻAkoko (Euphorbia celastroides var 
celastroides) is in the same family as poinsettia, 
and this lovely plant can serve as an accent, 

specimen or hedge.  The blueish leaf color provides a nice 
color contrast. Plants do best in full sun, and are drought 
and wind tolerant once established. The milky sap of 
of some ‘akoko was used in a paint for canoe hulls, as a 
supplement for lactating mothers, for weaning a child, and 
mixed with poi for infants. 

ʻOlena (Curcuma longa) has gorgeous flowers 
and medicinal benefits (this is turmeric, prized 
as an anti-inflammatory). Plant rhizomes 4” 

deep. Note that plants will die back and go dormant 
during the dry season, so the plant is paired here with 
pā‘ū o hi‘iaka which will look nice spilling over the edge 
of the container and provide cover while it’s dormant. 

Pā’ū o Hi’iaka (Jacquemontia sandwicensis) 
is an excellent vining groundcover and can be 
planted in sandy or salty soil or locations prone to 

salt spray where other plants would perish. Although best 
adapted to sandy or gravelly substrates, it will also grow 
reasonably well in heavier soils, including clays. Pale blue to 
white pā‘ū o hi‘iaka flowers bloom throughout the year, but 
primarily from December to July.
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