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IMAGINATION 
 

STUDENT CHALLENGE 
 
 

 
This challenge is offered in conjunction with Hawaii’s Woodshow to promote understanding of, and responsible 
use of, Hawaii’s forests and offer students the opportunity to use their creativity to take an idea from design to a 
finished object. Students may work individually or in a Team. 

 
Each student or team will receive a comparable bundle of about 10 board feet of Hawaiʻi-grown wood and be 
encouraged to use their imagination to build a functional or nonfunctional creative object for display. To promote 
responsible use of Hawaii’s forests, wood use is restricted to use of Hawaiʻi- grown woods. Finished work will be 
part of a public exhibition and compete for prizes. 

 
Important dates: Entry Forms due Sunday, September 4, 5pm 
           Entry Description Forms due Sunday, September 18, 5pm 

         Entries delivered to Hawaii Opera Plaza Friday, October 7, 8am – 4pm ONLY 
 

Go to Hawaii’s Woodshow Resources webpage to fill out the Entry Paperwork. There are three forms to fill: Entry 
Form, Entry Description Form, and Docent/Sitter Schedule. That webpage also contains overall information about 
the Woodshow. 



 

RULES: 
 

1. Hawaiʻi-grown wood is to be used. (see Hawaii’s Woodshow Material Requirements below) 
 

2. Materials: 
All I+I participants will be provided with a bundle of Hawaii-grown woods. The Challenge is not limited to the 
materials provided. You can add just about anything: e.g. metal, stone, glass, concrete, electronics, graphic 
elements and so forth. Entrants do not need to use all the material provided but must utilize at least some of 
it. If additional wood is used it must meet the Hawaii-grown wood requirement outlined below. Keep track of 
the woods that are used; that information is required at the time of the exhibition. 

 
3. Entrants must work with teacher supervision and be enrolled in an approved school program. 

 
4. If entering as a team, all team members must be from the same school. Teams should be comprised of 

students approximately the same age. Teams will be issued one bundle of wood only for the team. 
 

5. Entries will be judged in categories based on age. Appropriate age categories to be determined at time of 
judging. 

 
6. Hawai‘i-grown wood requirement: 

a) Participants must use woods from Hawai‘i-grown trees, especially trees that have been planted in Hawai‘i. 
This also applies to all frames and bases (if made of wood), unless they fall under Rule 13/13a. 
b) Use of wood from Hawai‘i endemic species other than Acacia koa is not allowed, even if salvaged or 
deadfall. 
c) EXCEPTIONS can be made to allow wood from planted rare and endemic tree species. Documentation 
required. 
d) Wood from Hawai‘i-grown trees that have been salvaged or recycled from sources such as demolitions, 
green waste, and beaches may be used unless from an inadmissible species. Information on provenance 
requested. 

 
7. Work may be offered for sale at the discretion of the entrant. A 30% commission is assessed by HFIA on 

all entries sold through the exhibition to help defray production costs. Entries should be priced with this 
commission in mind. HFIA will add GET at 4.712% to the sales price. Entrants are responsible for paying GET 
on items sold (minus HFIA commission). 

 
8. All entries must remain on display for the duration of the exhibition which will end at 6pm, Sunday, October 30. 

 
9. Shipping of sold entries is the responsibility of the entrant in agreement with the buyer. 

 
10. Liability: HFIA and Hawaii Opera Plaza/Hawaii Opera Theatre will not be liable for damages incurred to individual 

entries. Participation is at the risk of the Entrant. Entrants can minimize risk by self-insuring and careful crating 
if shipping from a neighbor island. While HFIA makes every effort to handle every entry with care, the Entrant’s 
validation required on the entry form serves as acknowledgement that the Applicant indemnifies HFIA and 
(HOP/HOT) against damage or loss incurred in any phase of handling. Entry Forms will not be accepted 
without validation. 

 
11. Shipping work to Honolulu: HFIA covers cost of shipping from neighbor islands to O‘ahu and back when the 

following conditions are met: 
a) Neighbor island entrants meet the schedule defined by their respective point persons. 
b) Entrants pack work securely in sturdy reusable crates and deliver them on time to designated consolidation 
points. 
c) Entrants must declare value for shipping insurance purposes. Declared value = replacement value, not 
gallery value. 
d) If your crate exceeds 36” x 80” in width and height, it must be able to be disassembled. 
e) To ensure best handling of your work, enclose photo of the piece in the crate, and detailed instructions for 
re-crating. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INADMISSIBLE INDIGENOUS AND ENDEMIC SPECIES 

To conserve and protect wild-grown endemic (and one indigenous) Hawaiian species, the following woods are not 
allowed. *Note the addition of ‘ohi‘a lehua to the list. See Hawai‘i Forestry Extension: Rapid ‘Ohi‘a Death. 
htps://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/rod/ 

 

• ‘a‘ali‘i, Dodonea viscosa 
• a‘e, Zanthoxylum spp 
• ‘aiea, Nothocestrum breviflorum 
• ‘ahakea, Bobea spp 
• ‘ala‘a, Planchonella sandwicensis 
• hala, Pandanus tectorius 
• hame, Antidesma platyphyllum 
• ho‘awa, Pittosporum spp 
• ‘iliahi, Santalum spp 
• kauila, Alphitonia ponderosa 
• kauila, olubrina oppositifolia 
• koai‘a, Acacia koaia 

• kolea, Myrsine spp 
• kopiko, Psychotria spp 
• lama, Diospyros spp 
• lapalapa, Cheirodendron spp 
• loulu, Pritchardia spp 
• mamane, Sophora chrysophylla 
• manele, Sapindus spp 
• maua, Xylosma spp 
• mehamehame, Fluggea neowaraea 
• naio, Myoporum sandwicensis 
• neneleau, Rhus sandwicensis 
• ‘ohi‘a lehua, Metrosideros polymorpha* 

• ‘ohi‘a ‘ai, Syzygium malaccense 
• ‘ohi‘a ha, Syzygium sandwicense 
• ‘ohe makai, Polyscias sandwicensis 
• ‘ohe mauka, Polyscias oahuensis 
• ‘ohe‘ohe, Tetraplasandra flynii 
• ‘olapa, Cheirodendron spp 
• olopua, Nestegis sandwicensis 
• uhiuhi, Caesalpinia kavaiensis 

Except for Acacia koa, endemic species 
NOT listed here are also inadmissible. 
Entrants are urged to use common sense, 
and if in doubt, contact Steve Hill 

 
RULES (CONT.) : 

12. Volunteer Request: O‘ahu Entrants are asked to volunteer a four hour shift for each piece displayed. Help is 
needed for set-up, take-down and docent duties. Please fill out the Docent Schedule or contact Steve Hill to 
arrange your schedule for volunteer work. 

 
13. Imported Woods and Materials: Hawaii’s Woodshow prefers all wood components be sourced from Hawai‘i- 

grown trees. Use of imported woods (including reclaimed) is allowed only as follows: 
a) as accent or trim--not to exceed 10% of the volume of a solid-construction piece or 10% of the surface area 
of a piece faced with veneers. NOTE: Entries exceeding the 10% allowance will not be accepted 
b) where use of the wood is traditional--as spruce for a guitar soundboard 
c) as substrate not available of local production - such as MDF or plywood 

 
14. SIZE RESTRICTIONS: Maximum size for wall-mounted work: 36 x 36 x 8” depth. Maximum size for freestanding 

work: 24 x 24 x 36” height. Pieces that do not match these dimensions, but do have a smaller total volume, 
may be considered. Contact Steve Hill if you have a question about the size of your work. 



 

 
 

JURYING 
 

1. The Hawaii’s Woodshow Commitee will examine entry descriptions as they are received, will contact entrants 
asking for clarification if necessary, and will alert entrants of any noncompliance in as timely a manner possible. 

2. One day before exhibition jurying, all assembled entries are screened by the Hawaii’s Woodshow Committee. 
Hawaii’s Woodshow 2022 reserves the right to reject entries that are noncompliant with content rules, or 
otherwise deemed inappropriate for the exhibition. 

3. Jurors’ evaluation of remaining submissions will then be based on the inspiration of design, imagination in the 
use of material, and quality of the execution. 

4. Jurors receive information on each piece. Names and trademarks are concealed. 
 
 

VOLUNTEER 
 

Volunteers needed in all phases of exhibition staging, including the reception. Information about dates and times 
TBA. Contact Diana Ching or Steve Hill for information and to offer your kokua. Let us know how you can help and 
what you would like to do. It’s fun! 

 
Winners receive a cash award and a Professional Photo*! 
*Photo services provided by Brad Goda Photography. $100 - $175 value per image. Applicable to winners in these 
categories: Best of Show, First Place Awards, Honorable Mentions, Woodshow Masters, Innovation + Imagination 
(first place) 

 
 
 

CONTACT US: 
Interested teachers contact: 

Steve Hill 
stevenhi@hawaii.edu 

808.956.3509 
http://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by: Brad Goda 
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