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Preface 
 

This Annual Report describes the many activities of the Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) in 2024.  To learn more 

about a project or program, click the link on the project heading to its webpage.   
 

It was a productive year as we celebrated our 21st year promoting the health and productivity of Hawai‘i  

forests through forest restoration, education, information dissemination, and support for scientific research.  

HFI produced a 5-year Strategic Plan this year. 
 

HFI continued to expand and enhance existing projects and programs and made progress growing the 

MAHALO ‘ĀINA: Give Back to the Forest Initiative, which promotes awareness and support for HFI’s forest 

restoration and education projects and programs throughout the State.  
 

In 2024, HFI in conjunction with the Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA), achieved many accomplish-

ments including: 

¶ Propagated/outplanted 1,412 seedlings; 

¶ Managed 117 acres and brought 3.2 additional acres of forest habitat under intensive management; 

¶ Secured $26,432 in grant funds for the 2024 Hawaii’s Woodshow, Na Laȿau o Hawaiȿi;  

¶ Benefited 3,078 volunteers through forest stewardship activities; 

¶ Continued to promote and distribute the publication “Go Native!: Your guide to growing Native Ha-

waiian and canoe plants wherever you live, work, or play” to the community; and 

¶ Enhanced our online presence via social media, video tours and presentations, and virtual educational 

activities. 

Ka‘ūpūlehu Site Manager Kekaulike Tomich demonstrates a‘ali‘i seed cleaning for Kamehameha Schools students. 7-17-2024.  
  Photo: Keoki A. Carter. 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/HFI-5-Year-Strategic-Plan-2024-2028.pdf
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About the Hawai‘i Forest Institute 
 

The Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, was formed in 2003 by the 

Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA).  The mission of HFI is to promote the health and 

productivity of Hawai‘i forests through forest restoration, education, information dissemination,  

and support for scientific research. 
 

HFI held four Board meetings in 2024.  HFIA Directors approved the following HFI Directors at 

the April 2024 Board Meeting: J.B. Friday, PhD., Travis Idol, PhD., Nickolas Koch, Wade Lee, 

Peter D. Simmons, and William Yuen, Esq.  HFI approved the following slate of Officers:  Travis Idol, President; 

Wade Lee, Vice President; William Yuen, Treasurer; and Peter D. Simmons, Secretary.   
 

HFI contracted with Wailani Kontic to serve as MAHALO ‘ĀINA Fundraising Coordinator.  Wailani is an experi-

enced fundraiser, project coordinator, communications analyst, and social media manager.  She has her Bache-

lor’s degree in International Studies from Webster University in St. Louis, and attended University of Oviedo in 

Asturias, Spain, where she studied Spanish language, literature and translation.  Wailani resides in Kaneohe, 

O’ahu.  
 

MAHALO ‘ĀINA: Give Back to the Forest Initiative 

HFI continued to raise funds and awareness for its forest restoration and demonstration projects 

through the  MAHALO ‘ĀINA: Give Back to the Forest Initiative.  Funds raised are helping to sup-

port propagation, outplanting, and long-term care of the seedlings; site maintenance; educational 

programs; public and community relations, and project coordination and administration.  Che Garcia, Woods-

men Jewelry donated a percentage of their sales and a portion of O‘o Hawaii and Little Outcrop sales benefited 

Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest through MAHALO ‘ĀINA.   
 

HFI raised $29,660 in donations this year. In addition to raising funds to plant trees, MAHALO ‘ĀINA is helping 

to support total ecosystem management and provide forest stewardship opportunities and environmental and 

cultural educational programs. MAHALO ‘ĀINA benefits the following projects:  
 

Hawaii’s Woodshow I+I Student Challenge, O‘ahu   KBCC Discovery Forest, Hawai‘i Island 

Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest, Hawai‘i Island  Akupu Ridge Restoration Project, O‘ahu 

Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest, Hawai‘i Island    MBCC Discovery Forest, Maui 

Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest, O‘ahu  Hawaii’s WoodshowTM, Na Lā‘au o Hawai‘i, O‘ahu 

Locally-grown Christmas Tree Demonstration Project, Hawai‘i Island Hāloa ‘Āina Reforestation Project, Hawai‘i Island 

Go Native:  Growing a Native Hawaiian Urban Forest, Statewide   

MAHALO óǔINA MESSAGE 

We, the Hawaiȿi Forest Institute and our sister organization the Hawaiȿi Forest Industry Association give deep appre-

ciation and thanks to our ‘āina.   We understand that we are dependent upon the land and its forests; the land is not 

dependent on us.  We are humbled, awed and inspired in the presence of one of the lands’ great expressions —  its 

forests.  We mahalo the ‘āina and we invite you to mahalo with us by Giving Back to the Forest.  

 
MAHALO óǔINA VISION 

Our vision for MAHALO ‘ĀINA is to help ensure a thriving future for the Hawai‘i Forest Institute’s forest  

restoration and education programs to benefit the ‘āina and people of Hawai‘i. 

 

He aliȿi ka ȿāina: He kauwa ke kanaka 

The land is chief: Man its servant 

http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org
https://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/mahalo-aina/
https://woodsmanjewelry.com/
https://woodsmanjewelry.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/LittleOutcrop
https://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/hawaiis-woodshow-ii-student-challenge/
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/keauhou-bird-conservation-center-discovery-forest/
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/pana%E2%80%98ewa-zoo-discovery-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/palehua-restoration-project/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/kaupulehu-dryland-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/maui-bird-conservation-center/
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/honolulu-zoo-discovery-forest/
http://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/hawaii-papahana-la%ca%bbau-kalikimaka-locally-grown-potted-christmas-trees/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/haloa-ana-royal-hawaiian-sandalwood-project/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/go-native-growing-a-native-hawaiian-urban-forest/
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óǽhióa Naio Forest: $5,000-$9,999 
Taylor Family American Dream Foundation: Mr. Robert D.  
   Taylor and Mrs. Cynthia D. Taylor  
 
óǽhióa Koa Forest: $2,500-$4,999 
Aloha United Way: Punahou School Elem & High Students 
Peter & Heather Simmons 
William Yuen  
 
óǽhióa HǕpuóu Forest: $1,000-$2,499 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods, Inc. 
Stephanie Bernosky 
 
óǽhióa Lama Forest: $500 to $999 
Adriane Truluck 
Christine Piper 
Donald Stoddard 
J.B. and Katie Friday  
Lucy Do 
Maile Meyer: Na Mea Hawai'i/Native Books 
 
óǽhióa Maile Forest: $100 to $499 
Barbara Vonnegut 
Brandi Pagala 
Christopher Diani 
Dogen Hosokawa 
Dorothy S. Billingsley  
Elena Pfarr 
Erica Keller 
Frank Halstead 
Gail Hofmann 
Ivan Parr 
Jenny Marion 
Jessica Clanton 
John Bigelow 
Julie Murphy 
Kathy Pinard 
Lee Carter 
Look Family Visionary Trust  
Marilyn Gagen 
Nobuko Sera-Kingsley 
Paul Conry 
Puna Chocolate Company 
R. W. Rollo Scheurenbrand, Scheurenbrand Guitars 

Rachael Wong 
Richard Pickard 
Robert Kurosu 
Ron Wolfe 
Saiva Siddhanta Church 
Scott Rolles 
Steven Lansing 
Thomas Loudat  
Thomas & Julie Pasquale  
Travis Idol  
Wendy Erway 
Willie and Jane Quayle 
 
óǽhióa Mala Forest: Up to $99 
Brian Riggs 
Charles Hughes 
Chelsea Inaba 
Clement Chun Ming 
David Longacre  
Dev Naik 
Diedra De Coito 
Douglas Larsen 
Ethan Lipsker 
JP Casselli 
Justin Altman 
Kerry Jo Pinard 
Lee Family 
Leo o Na Manu 
Lesley Randall 
Louis Reda 
Marya Jensen 
Molly Zielke 
Paolo Raymundo 
Peter Rosegg 
Phil McGillivary 
Richard Vanio, Jr. 
Shaun Fleming -C 
Shawn Conners 
Stephanie Grout 
Unknown  
Will and Judy Hancock 
William Dalton  
 

Link to all MAHALO ‘ĀINA donors 

2024 MAHALO ȿĀINA Donors 

Hawaiian Telecom "Day in the Community" at the Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest. 9-20-2024 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/mahalo-aina/mahalo-aina-contributors/
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Projects and Programs 
 

Akupu Ridge Restoration Project 

HFI joined a partnership to restore a 5-acre site in Akupu Ridge on 

O’ahu in 2023.  HFI and landowner Gill Eva Lands (GEL) entered 

into a Restoration License Agreement to bring volunteers to the site.  

Project partner Mālama Learning Center (MLC) has been coordinat-

ing eco-tours to the site for past few years.  
 

The project is helping to support restoration efforts in the southern 

Wai‘anae Mountains, which are part of a watershed that is facing 

serious threats.  The cyclical effects of wildfires and historic refor-

estation by invasive species, particularly grasses, fuel more wild-

fires and accelerate erosion.  strawberry guava (Psidium Cattlenium) also known as waiawi, is an invasive spe-

cies also threatening the site.  Slowing this trend requires finding ways to remove invasive species and reintro-

duce native plants on terrain that extends from sea level to mountainous ridges.   
 

At approximately 2,500’, the 5-acre site encompasses mesic forest that has some native species (ōhia and acacia 

koa) as well as invasive weeds.  GEL build a trail accessible by ATV, which is important for wildfire suppres-

sion, site maintenance, and community involvement.  A fence encloses most of the 5-acre site, which helps to 

protect the native species from the area’s feral animals. 

 

HFI is waiting for direction from the Gill family to move forward with the project. In August 2023, 38 commu-

nity volunteers participated in a workday clearing strawberry guava, a highly invasive species that has caused 

partial or complete loss of approximately 495,000 forested acres in Hawai'i.  See more photos of the volunteer 

event here.   

 

Hawai‘i Papahana Lā‘au Kalikimaka (Locally-grown potted Christmas Trees) 

HFI completed Phase 3 of the locally-grown Christmas tree efforts this year, titled “Hawai‘i Papahana Lā‘au 

Kalikimaka, Locally-grown potted Christmas Trees”.  Phase 3 included working with Kealakekua Forest 

Nursey, Forest Solutions, Inc. and Aileen’s Yeh’s Nursery to grow seven different species; five species previous-

ly shown to grew well and make desirable Christmas trees (italian stone pine, norfolk island pine, sequoia, cook 

pine, and western red cedar) and two native species (‘a‘ali‘i and ‘alahe‘e).  The goal was to expand a fledgling 

local Christmas tree industry, leading to reduced imported container stock, alien species introductions, and 

Volunteers cut Strawberry Guava at Akupu Ridge. 
8/12/2023 

Christmas Tree Potting Workshop organized by Outreach Coordinator Aspen Billiet at Pana‘ewa Farmer’s Market Hub.  9/31/2024 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/palehua-restoration-project/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/E5eL1XNsPjEQ9QYC9
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/hawaii-papahana-la%ca%bbau-kalikimaka-locally-grown-potted-christmas-trees/
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workload of State agricultural inspectors.  Providing the Islands with locally 

grown Christmas trees supports import replacement and promotes the State’s 

“Buying Local, It Matters” message.   
 

HFIA/HFI Outreach Coordinator Aspen Billiet coordinated a potting work-

shop in August at Pana‘ewa Farmer’s Market Hub and an ornament decorat-

ing workshop in November  N u u ds in Hilo.  She sold Christmas trees 

at four events: Pana‘ewa Zoo; Hilo Christmas Fair; Pana‘ewa Farmer’s Market 

Hub; and East Hawaii Master Gardner's Sale/Ohia Love Fest.  
 

Of the 800 trees that were propagated 629 survived.  HFI sold 415 trees; gifted 

79 trees to Hope Services families; donated 119 trees to Hilo tree farmer Brian 

Bolger, Rebels Roost, LLC.; and donated 10 trees to Christian Liberty School 

students.  There are 36 remaining trees, which will be maintained and sold in 

2025.  
 

Phase 2 demonstrated that conifer species can be grown at mid-to-low eleva-

tions and identified the species and cultivars that produced acceptable Christ-

mas trees.  Outplanting at different elevations was done with collaborators.  

A Growers Guide was produced, which provides information about caring 

for the Christmas trees species. 
 

Phase 1 was initiated in 2014 by importing and propagating seed and 

outplanting conifer seedlings on Department of Hawaiian Home Lands land 

in Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua on Hawai‘i Island.  Due to limited access to the 

planting site, Phase 2 was initated.   
 

Mahalo to Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture (HDOA), US Department of 

Agriculture for supporting this project for many years. 

 

Maui Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest 

HFI is working with Bryce Masuda, Maui Bird Conservation Center (MBCC) 

and Keauhou Bird Conservation Center (KBCC) Conservation Programs 

Manager, to create a Discovery Forest at the MBCC.  The MBCC Discovery 

Forest will be modeled after the KBCC Discovery Forest.  The MBCC. will be 

receiving a $5 million grant from landowner DOFAW to install more aviaries 

for the birds being bred at the facility. 
 

MBCC is located in the ahupua‘a of Makawao, on about 40 acres.  Hawaiian 

birds being bred at MBCC are the ‘alalā (extinct in the wild) and ‘akikiki. The 

site was cleared many years ago for agriculture, and now there is a need to 

restore the native forest to help ensure the birds are comfortable and ready to 

be returned to the forest.  Together with the community, introduced weeds 

and trees will be removed and native seedlings will be outplanted as part of 

service-learning activities connecting the birds with the forest. 
 

In March 2024, former teacher, Sarah Naone conducted teacher workshops to 

encourage teachers to bring their students to MBCC for forest stewardship 

activities at the Discovery Forest and to learn about the endangered birds be-

ing bread at the facility; the 'alalā and kiwikiu. 

p Italian Stone Pine at Kealakekua Forest 
Nurseries.  July 2024 

p Teachers in the MBCC workshops.  

p 'Alalā pair at MBCC. Photo: Mā lie Naho'olewa 

p ʻAlaheʻe at Aileen’s Nursery.  June 2024 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Locally-grown-Christmas-Tree-Growers-Guide.pdf
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/maui-bird-conservation-center/
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Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest 

HFI continued working with Keauhou Bird Conservation Center (KBCC) to create 

and maintain the KBCC Discovery Forest, which is providing forest stewardship 

opportunities and habitat and food for native birds.  Using captive propagation 

and release techniques, KBCC is reestablishing self-sustaining populations of criti-

cally endangered birds in the wild (‘alalā, palila, ‘akeke‘e, and ‘akikiki).  

 

Weed maintenance was conducted on the previously cleared 20.5 acres.  The forest 

management plan calls for clearing an additional 1-4 acres per year.  This year 175 

volunteers were engaged in outplanting 288 native seedlings, which benefit the 

Hawaiian birds in captivity and in the wild.  Twenty-two different species have 

been outplanted in the Discovery Forest, including acacia koa, māmane, maile, 

‘ōhi‘a, pa‘iniu, ‘ōhelo, kawa‘u, kōlea, olapa, ‘ohāwai, ‘uki'uki, popolo ku mai, and 

pilo.   
 

The 2024 Hawai‘i Bird Conservation Marathon was held on December 15th.  There 

were 127 runners in the race and funds raised for KBCC Discovery Forest  totaled 

$1,889.   
 

This year HFI received a $20,000 grant from the Dorrance Family Foundation and 

$4,900 from Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Aloha ‘Āina Program.  
  

 Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest 

HFI continued to maintain and enhance the Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest, a representation of natural 

systems, creating a scene of Hawai‘i before the arrival of humans.  The project is demonstrating culturally signifi-

cant plant and tree species that once grew near traditional shoreline villages of O’ahu.  This replication of coastal 

ecosystems is helping to provide habitat for Hawaiian plants, birds, and invertebrates.  The exhibit demonstrates the 

significance of place, and the kuleana of mālama ‘āina by integrating traditional Hawaiian forest ecosystems, forest 

stewardship opportunities, and innovative land-based education.   
 

Volunteers continued to enhance and maintain the Upland Hawaiian Forest Zone 

featuring Native and Polynesian-introduced species and the Birds of the Montane 

Native Forest Zone featuring a Kipuka Nene Exhibit. Volunteer Coordinator Linda 

Duling coordinated her last monthly volunteer event in November 2024.  After coor-

dinating volunteer events for 10 years, Linda decided to allocate her time to other en-

deavors. 
 

Forest stewardship activities included planting seedlings, pulling weeds, pruning 

vines, and harvesting kalo and sweet potatoes to donated to the zoo animals.  The 

Discovery Forest includes interpretive signs, and plant ID signs, which were funded 

by the Hawai’i Tourism Authority and Friends of Hawaii Charities. 
 

This year, HFI produced additional plant postcards, which feature native and Poly-

nesian-introduced plants, native forest birds and other forest fauna.  They are handed 

out at the Discovery Forest and community outreach events.  
 

Other outreach materials include  Docent Workbook Interpretive Guide and Forest 

Friends Coloring Book as well as Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest Plant ID, 

Upland Native Birds, and Other Forest Fauna webpages.  This years funding was received from Hawai‘i Tourism 

Authority Aloha ‘Āina Program. 

Nā Wai Ola Public Charter School students 
outplant seedlings at the KBCC Discovery 
Forest. 2/15/2024 

p Volunteers planting at the Honolulu 
Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest.  
2/10/2024 

http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/keauhou-bird-conservation-center-discovery-forest/
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/honolulu-zoo-discovery-forest/
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-plant-postcards
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/hzcdf-interpretive-guide
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/forest-friends-coloring-book
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/forest-friends-coloring-book
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/plant-identification/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/discovery-forest-birds/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/other-forest-fauna/
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Symphony of the Hawai’i Forests   

In 2023, HFI joined partners in a unique effort, “Symphony of 

the Hawai‘i Forests”, a performing arts project that fostered 

the breadth of Hawaii’s artistic genres, media, and practition-

ers, while maximizing public access and exposure to a quality 

arts experience.  A second Symphony of the Hawai‘i Forests 

concert series was held in February 2024 at the Hawai‘i Con-

vention Center.   
 

The project was a collaboration among three University of 

Hawai’i at Mānoa colleges – Arts, Languages, & Letters, Trop-

ical Agriculture and Human Resources, and Education, as 

well as five community partners – Hawai‘i Symphony Orches-

tra, DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife, Hālau ‘Ō’hia, the 

Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI), and the Mālama Learning Center.  
 

The Symphony project included creating music compositions and artistic presentations devoted to the forests of 

Hawai‘i and teaching K-12 students and residents about the importance of planting and caring for trees.  These 

strands culminated in an integrated educational performance by the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra consisting of 

original music compositions, artwork and animations, and hula.   
 

The Symphony of the Hawai‘i Forests concerts were held in April 2023 at Hawai’i Theatre Center.  There were 

four performances attended by 3,000 students and teachers from 43 schools.  The program benefitted students, 

teachers and the general public through the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra’s keiki concert series.  The program 

was recorded for wider dissemination throughout the state.  To ensure that the project results in lasting change, 

teachers of various disciplines included lessons about forests in their subjects.  To bridge the gap between 

awareness and action, the project showed participants specific actions they can take such as educating others, 

volunteering at conservation projects, and taking care of trees in their 

own communities.   
 

In 2023, HFI contracted with Mālama Learning Center to develop a teach-

er’s PDE³ course (accredited college/university course), which was com-

pleted by O‘ahu and Moloka‘i teachers; 33 teachers from 25 schools.  The 

Symphony of the Hawai‘i Forests was modeled after Symphony of the 

Hawaiian Birds, a collaboration of University of Hawai’i and Hawai‘i 

Symphony Orchestra.  Learn more at Symphony of the Hawai’i Forests; 

Animations; and Teacher Resources. 
 

Pan‘aewa Zoo Discovery Forest 

HFI, along with community partners, continued to maintain and enhance 

the Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest.  The project features native, cultural, 

and medicinal plants that once grew in the traditional farms and native 

forests of East Hawai'i. 
  

Project Coordinator Mika Gallardo continued to engage volunteers in 

weeding, outplanting seedlings and leaning about the plants being 

demonstrated.  Outreach Coordinator Aspen Billiet assisted with volun-

teer events.  Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Aloha ‘Āina Program funded the 

project this year.  

p Symphony of the Hawai‘i Forests Keiki Concert Series. 
February 2024. 

p Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest volunteers     
weeding on Tiger Fun Day.  6/29/2024 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/symphony-of-the-hawaii-forests/
http://www.symphonyofhawaiianbirds.com/
http://www.symphonyofhawaiianbirds.com/
https://symphonyofthehawaiiforests.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/18yX8ZDwKxWgdhv_ajzCptfxWvDQdV0Dp
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dopeDMPBO1-lzqFtWk0-tMMoNKJ3CdzGQFMhXbyZKoY/edit#slide=id.g19700b5a9d0_0_653
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/pana%E2%80%98ewa-zoo-discovery-forest/
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  Go Native: Growing a Native Hawaiian Urban Forest 

HFI continued to promote and expand the Go Native: Growing a Native Ha-

waiian Urban Forest project, which includes a reference guide and a draft 

online interactive community portal encouraging Hawaii’s residents and busi-

nesses to grow Native Hawaiian and Polynesian-introduced plants. 
 

HFI continued to promote and sell the publication “Go Native!: Your guide to 

growing Native Hawaiian and canoe plants wherever you live, work, or play”.  

The guide includes a reference table of over 200 native plants, growing zone 

maps, and 24 landscape scenarios with recommended native and Polynesian-

introduced plants.  The guide is authored by Hilary Parkinson, Project Manager 

Paul Arinaga, Jonathan Price, and Tom Foye and can be purchased on Ama-

zon.com.  HFIA/HFI Outreach Coordinator Aspen Billiet is helping to promote 

Go Native and sell the Guide at community outreach events and through local 

book stores.  Go Native Guide sales totaled $13,195 this year. 
 

Project funders since 2022 are Kaulunani Urban and Community Forestry Pro-

gram of the DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife, and State and Private Forestry branch of the USDA Forest 

Service, Region 5; Atherton Family Foundation; Steve and Gloria Gainsley Fund of the Hawai'i Community Foun-

dation, Kosasa Foundation, Zilber Family Foundation, and HEI Charitable Foundation.  

 

Hāloa ‘Āina Reforestation Project 

The partnership agreement between HFI and Hāloa ‘Āina is still in draft form.  The agreement outlines efforts for 

HFI to help restore Hāloa ‘Āina’s high elevation native dryland forest and engage volunteers in planting seedlings, 

educational presentations, and tours of the site.   Hāloa ‘Āina  is a native Hawaiian forestry and education 

organization committed to economic prosperity and environmental 

responsibility being guided by cultural values for a more sustainable 

Hawai‘i.  Hāloa ‘Āina’s royal Hawaiian sandalwood (Santalum paniculatum) 

is a variety of sandalwood that is endemic to Hawai'i Island and found no-

where else in the world.  
 

HFI worked with Hāloa ‘Āina to submit a $250,000 USFS Wood Innova-

tions Program grant for Hāloa ‘Āina Sandalwood Processing Facility 

Upgrades.  It is anticipated grant awards will be announced in May 2025. 

 

 
 

Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘ā o Ka‘ūpūlehu 

HFIA has managed Kamehameha Schools’ Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest since 1993.  In addition to the 70-acre site 

makai of Highway 30 in North Kona, HFIA manages the National Tropical Botanical Gardens 6-acre forest located 

mauka of the highway.  HFI has continued to assist by securing grant funds.  This year, 3.2 additional acres were 

brought under intensive management and 664 native seedlings were outplanted.  To date 63.6 acres have been 

brought under intensive management and 25,169 seedlings have been outplanted since 2000.  This year 2,425 peo-

ple benefited from onsite forest stewardship events and offsite and virtual classroom and community event 

presentations.   
 

The Cultural Ecology Team continues to engage students in stewardship learning activities at both mauka and 

makai Ka‘ūpūlehu, teaching them about the mauka-makai connections.  Located along the makai portion of 

Ka‘ūpūlehu Ahupua‘a, the Kalaemanō Cultural Center at the Kukio Resort is at the site of the traditional salt 

ponds of Kalaemanō.  “Stories of place” come alive through audio story stations.    

Go Native! Guide 

Hāloa ʻĀina’s Hawaiian Sandalwood seedlings. 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/go-native-growing-a-native-hawaiian-urban-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/haloa-ana-royal-hawaiian-sandalwood-project/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/kaupulehu-dryland-forest/
https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23IYS3KY2013A&keywords=go+native+book&qid=1675804950&sprefix=go+native%2Caps%2C194&sr=8-1


2024 Hawaii’s Woodshow at the Neal S. Blaisdell Center.  Photo: Diana Tusher  
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The Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘ā o Ka‘ūpūlehu program is comprised of four 

strands, three outreach educational strands and one restoration strand.  

Each strand, while unique, provides curriculum that teaches the ecology of 

native ecosystems and integrates ideas of culture, mālama, kuleana, and 

creative thinking.  Learning opportunities are offered in multiple ways— 

solo, as a team, on-site, off-site, and online—depending on what is most 

appropriate to the circumstances and participants. 
 

In addition to Kamehameha Schools, funds this year were received from 

the Ka‘ūpūlehu Foundation, Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Kūkulu Ola Pro-

gram, and National Tropical Botanical Gardens. 
 

Ka‘ūpūlehu Cultural Ecology Team 

Dryland Site Manager Kekaulike Tomich; Pili ‘Āina Multimedia Director/Operations and Cultural Advisor Yvonne 

Yarber Carter; Hui ‘Āina Director and Cultural Advisor Keoki Apokolani Carter; Ka Pilina Poina ‘Ole Director/

Regional Kekaha Lands Bridge Ku‘ulei Keakealani, and Integrated Programs Co-Director Lehua Alapai.   
 

The Ka‘ūpūlehu Team has continued to expand 

the outreach program with Keoki Carter’s 

Ho‘ohele Mea Lā‘au Traveling School.  Ku‘ulei 

continues to perpetuate homeland knowledge 

and connection to mauka-makai Kekaha and 

Hualālai lands through place-based story telling, 

oral traditions, ancestral knowledge, and litera-

cy.  The Team has added educational musical 

concerts to their outreach efforts.   
 
 

Hawaii’s Woodshow, Na Lā'au o Hawai'i  

The 2024 Hawaii’s Woodshow was the Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association’s (HFIA) 32nd woodworking exhibi-

tion.  Attendees were treated to extraordinary heirloom-quality works made from interesting and beautiful Hawai‘i

-grown woods.  Hawaii’s Woodshow encourages an appreciation for the participating artists and the materials they 

use.   The Woodshow promotes the positive role forests play in our economy and ecology. 
 

The Show calls for the use of wood from Hawaiian-grown tree species, especially those that have been planted and 

brought to maturity here in Hawai‘i.  It serves as a reference point for the planting of native and non-native high 

value hardwoods for future generations. 

 

Coloring Ka‘ūpūlehu mural image on canvas bags 
at Wiliwili Festival outreach booth. 2/10/2024. 

Mother's Day Concert to benefit Ka‘ūpūlehu with band Apokolani (Paul Lindbergh, 
Sonny Lim, Keoki Apokolani Carter, and Yvonne Yarber Carter).  5/12/2024 

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
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Three jurors select awards based on ‘Inspiration of Design” and 

“Excellence of Implementation”.  This year’s jurors were Tai Lake, 

Master Furniture Designer and Maker; Travis Idol, PhD, professional 

forester and Professor of Tropical Forestry and Agroforestry, Depart-

ment of Natural Resources and Environmental Management, Univer-

sity of Hawaii; and Ginger Lunt, Principal Interior Designer and 

founder of Tantalus Studios. Kyle Metcalf 2024 Woodshow Video.  

 

Innovation + Imagination (I+I) Student Challenge 

An exciting component of Hawaii’s Woodshow is the Innovation + 

Imagination (I+I) Student Challenge, initiated in 2017 to introduce  

students to the diverse world of Hawai‘i woods.  Students are chal-

lenged to construct artwork using a mix of donated Hawai‘i-grown 

woods and other materials of their choice. 
 

The I+I Student Challenge is coordinated by Steven Hill, IDSA, 3DLab 

Director at UH-Mānoa School of Architecture. The program exposes 

students to a hands-on experience of design and production and fa-

miliarizes them with the value of using locally sourced wood.  

Schools that participated this year were UH-Mānoa School of Archi-

tecture, Castle High School, Maui High School, Olomana School and 

Waipahu High School.  Innovation + Imagination (I+I) Student Chal-

lenge Video.   

 

Website 

HFI’s website provides a wealth of information about HFI, its com-

munity partners, and projects.  Via the website, HFI communicates its 

message of promoting awareness of the intrinsic value of Hawaii's forests to the local and global community.  Visi-

tors can explore the diversity of Hawaii’s forests and learn about their history, cultural and environmental services 

they provide, as well as the challenges they face.  

“Air Show” by Damien Rivera, 2024 I+I Honorable  
Mention.  Photo: Brad Goda 

"Pryo” by Luke Shaffer, 2024 Woodshow 1st Place 
Sculpture.  Photo: Brad Goda 

“Epoxy resin waterfall table” by Jaylin Kaneao, 2024 I+I 3rd Place Highschool.             
Photo: Brad Goda  

https://youtu.be/zaVR6805fwo
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/hawaiis-woodshow-ii-student-challenge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW72lHtXVo4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW72lHtXVo4
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org


Financial Report 

Balance Sheet As of December 31, 2024 Profit and Loss January through December 2024 
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Endangered Hawaiian birds. Above: ʻAlalā. 
 Below: Palila. Source: San Diego Zoo Global. 

ASSETS           

  Current Assets     

    Checking/Savings     

      CU Hawaii Savings  $          40,522  

      CU Hawaii Checking  $        107,807  

      Bank of Hawaii  $          991.66  

    Total Checking/Savings  $        149,301  

 Account Receivable   $         37,946 

 Other Current Assets   

  Go Native Guides               $               574 

  Total Current Assets    $        187,820  

TOTAL 
ASSETS 

         $        187,820  

            

LIABILITIES 
& EQUITY 

        

  Liabilities       

  Accounts Payable    $            3,294  

  Total Liabilities    $             3294  

  Equity       

    Opening Bal Equity  $            2,152  

    Fund Balance    $        152,146  

    Net Income    $          30,229  

    Total Equity    $        184,527  

            

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    $        187,820  

INCOME             

  Individual/Local Businesses     

    Go Native Guide Sales    $          18,808  

    Mahalo ʻĀina Initiative Donations  $          29,660  

  Kaʻūpūlehu  Donations/Woodshow Sponsorship  $            2,085 

    Locally-grown Christmas Tree Sales  $            6,182  

  Total Individual/Local Businesses  $          56,735  

  Grants/Contracts       

    Foundations     

  
  

  Ka‘ūpūlehu Foundation: Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest  $          62,750  

      Healy Foundation: Unrestricted  $          20,000  

      Dorrance Family Foundation  $          20,000  

      Gloria Kosasa Gainsley Fund of the HCF  $            5,000  

      Jhamandas Watumull Fund  $            1,000  

      O’neill Foundation  $            3,000  

      HCF-Kent Fund: Hawaii's Woodshow  $            1,432  

    Total Foundations    $        113,182  

    Governments     

      HDOA-Locally-grown Christmas Tree Project  $          16,000  

      HTA-CEP: Hawaii's Woodshow   $            7,550  

      DOFAW: Symphony of the Hawaii Forests   $            8,000  

   HTA-AA: Mahalo ʻĀina Discovery Forests  $          20,000 

      HTA-KO: Hoʻola Ka Makanaʻā at Kaʻūpūlehu  $          32,500  

      SFCA: Hawaii's Woodshow  $          10,000  

    Total Governments    $          94,050  

  Total Grants/Contracts    $        207,232  

    Other Income    $                 93  

TOTAL INCOME          $        264,060  

EXPENSES           

  Project Expense       

    Dryland: Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest  $          79,985  

    Honolulu Zoo Children's Discovery Forest  $          10,295  

    Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest  $            3,338  

    Locally-grown Christmas Tree Project  $          19,550  

    KBCC Discovery Forest    $            4,000  

  MBCC Discovery Forest  $            1,257 

    Hawaii's Woodshow    $          18,249  

    Go Native Project    $          10,201  

    Website/PR/Outreach    $          10,870  

  Total Project Expense    $        157,745  

  Administrative Supplies & Services   

    HFIA-Grant and Project Administration  $          22,500  

    Fund Development/Project Manager-Paul Arinaga  $          31,640  

  Fundraising Coordinator-Wailani Kontic  $            3,500 

    Software/Donation and Bank Fees/Office Supplies  $            9,148  

    Tax Return/1099s:  $            4,941  

    Insurance      $            4,357 

  Total Administrative Supplies & Services  $          76,087  

TOTAL EXPENSES        $        233,831  

              

NET INCOME          $          30,229  
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2024 Revenues and Expenditures 

Revenues 

Expenses 

Individual Donations

Governments

Foundations

Other: Interest

Category Amount Percentage 

Individual Donations  $            56,735  21.5% 

Governments  $            94,050  35.6% 

Foundations  $          113,182  42.9% 

Other: Interest  $                   93  0.04% 

Total  $          264,060  100.0% 

Project Expense

Fund Development

Administrative Supplies &
Services

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ !Ƴƻǳƴǘ tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜ  Ϸ          мртΣтпр  стΦр҈ 

CǳƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ  Ϸ            орΣмпл  мрΦл҈ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ϧ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  Ϸ            плΣфпт  мтΦр҈ 

¢ƻǘŀƭ  Ϸ          нооΣуом  мллΦл҈ 



Hawai‘i Forest Institute  
7192 Kalanianaole Highway, Suite A-143A #249 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
Phone:  808-933-9411 
Email:   
Website: www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org 

A&B Foundation 
Aloha United Way 
American Forests 

Amy Greenwell Garden 
Arthur Lawrence Mullaly Fund 

Atherton Family Foundation 
Bello’s Millwork, Inc.—Eric and Mary Bello 

City & County of Honolulu DCS 
College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources 

Conservation International 
Current Events 

DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife 
Dorrance Family Foundation 

Forest Solutions, Inc. 
Four Seasons Hotel 

Friends of Hawaii Charities 
Gill ‘Ewa Lands LLC  

Hāloa ‘Āina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood 
Hawai‘i Agriculture Research Center 
Hawai‘i County Parks & Recreation 

Hawai‘i Community Foundation  
Hawai‘i Conservation Alliance Foundation 

Hawai‘i Conservation Conference 
Hawai‘i County Department of Research & Development 

Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association 
Hawai‘i Life Charitable Foundation 

Hawai‘i State Foundation on Culture & the Arts 
Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra 

Hawaii Life Charitable Fund at the Hawai‘i Community Foundation  
Hawai‘i Tourism Authority 

Healy Foundation 
HEI Charitable Foundation 
Hokuli‘a Community Fund 
Kalaemanō Cultural Center 
Ka ‘Ahahui o ka Nāhelehele  

Ka‘ūpūlehu Foundation 
Kamehameha Schools 

Kilohana  

Kohala Center 
Komo Koa - Ché Garcia  

Kosasa Foundation 
KTA Super Stores and K. Taniguchi, Ltd 

Kukio Community Fund 
Kukio Resort 

Linda Clifford & Rob Klein 
Little Outcrop 
Mālama ʻĀina 

Mālama Learning Center 
Mālama O Puna 

National Endowment for the Arts 
Natural Resource Sector Partners  

O‘ahu Visitors Bureau  
Ouli Wai Art & Multimedia, LLC—Yvonne Yarber Carter 

Rev. Takie Okumura Family Fund  
Ron & Myra Kent Fund of the HCF 

Samuel N. and Mary Castle Foundation 
Servco Foundation 

Skyline Eco-Adventures-Akaka Falls 
Steven Hill 

State of Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture 
Steve & Gloria Gainsley Fund at the Hawai'i Community Foundation  

Strong Foundation 
Three Mountain Alliance 

Traut Carson Fund 
Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement & Regeneration Center 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
US Forest Service 

Waiahole Botanicals 
Waiahole Nursery & Garden Center  

West Hawai‘i Civic Center 
West Hawai‘i Fund 

West Hawai‘i Wildfire Management Organization  
William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foundation  

Woodsman Jewelry 
Zilber Family Foundation 

 

Board of Directors 
Travis Idol, PhD., President 
Wade Lee, Vice President 
William Yuen, Treasurer 

Peter D. Simmons, Secretary 
J.B. Friday, PhD., Director 

Nicholas Koch, Director 
 

Executive Director 
Heather Simmons 

 

Fund Development Coordinator/Project Manager 
Paul S. Arinaga 

 

Mahalo ôƄina Fundraising Coordinator 
Wailani Kontic 

 

Outreach Coordinator 
Aspen Billiet 

Mahalo to our Partners and Contributors 
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info@hawaiiforestinstitute.org 

Mahalo ‘Āina: Give Back to the Forest 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/
mailto:info@hawaiiforestinstitute.org

